
MARTHA HOLDEN  

Grant-To-Educators  JENNINGS  
FOUNDATION  
 

Please read About the Foundation before writing your grant application.  
The maximum amount for a Grant-to-Educators is $3,000.  
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR EDUCATORS APPLYING FOR GRANTS  
The Martha Holden Jennings Foundation welcomes your application for a Grant-To-Educators. The Grants-To-
Educators program supports the foundation's basic objective of recognizing and encouraging outstanding classroom 
or school programs for public schools or non-religious private schools working with schools in Ohio.  
The Distribution Committee meets ten months of the year (not in July or December).  
Applications should be submitted by the 20th of the preceding month to be considered. If the 20th falls on a  
weekend or a holiday your request must be submitted on the previous business day. In order for us to give  
serious consideration to your request for funding, you must:  

•  complete the applicant cover page;  
•  include no more than four additional typed pages explaining the details of your request; (Use a standard   

font type and font size)  
•  have your superintendent complete the superintendent's endorsement page; and  
•  mail the entire original (stapled) and nine matching copies (stapled) in the above order to:  

Chairperson, Distribution Committee  
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation  
The Halle Building  
1228 Euclid Avenue, Suite 710  
Cleveland, OH 44115  

Please keep the following guidelines of the project in mind.  
•  Only one application from your school will be considered in a given month.  
•  You may apply for a grant up to $3,000 for classroom, school-wide or district-wide projects. •  Project needs to relate 
to an academic subject.  
•  The Foundation will consider innovative grants that relate to global awareness and 21st Century Skills.  
•  Funding  for  bus  transportation,  conferences,  teacher  stipends,  field  trips/admission  fees,  substitutes,   

technology equipment, capital assets, refreshments, storage units, incentives, school supplies, rewards and 
T-shirts are not Foundation budget priorities.  

•  Funding  is  considered  for  equipment,  only when there is a direct connection to the project.  
See "About the Foundation".  

•  Your request should be for one year only. You may reapply if your project is successful. Develop a new   
application and document achieved outcomes and successes/challenges.  

Review the requirements on the Education Project Report Form so that your application will correspond  
to your evaluation (www.mhjf.org)  

Your application will be acknowledged and you may expect a response to your request within six weeks.  We congratulate you 
on this further demonstration of your motivation and commitment to enhance  
educational opportunities for students. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call.  

Kathy Kooyman, Grants Manager at 216.589.5700  
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation Distribution Committee  

Frequently Asked Questions about Grant-To-Educators  
Distribution Committee Members frequently reflect on these questions as they review grant applications.  

1. Is this grant innovative or unique for the classroom, school or district?  
  2.  What is the potential impact of the project on student achievement and/or student development?  
  3.  Could the materials or equipment requested be purchased with community/local, state or federal funds?  
4. Are the activities involved age-appropriate?  
5. Is there evidence that this project addresses a critical student need in the classroom, school or district?  
6. If the grant requests the purchase of books or equipment, does it include a clear implementation plan with  

expected outcomes that justifies the purchase?  
7. Does the plan for evaluating the grant adequately assess the quality and impact on student achievement  

and/or development to meet the objectives of the activities proposed?   8.  Has the district 
done its part to support this grant and/or this teacher?  
9. Will this grant be used by more than one classroom?  

10. Has adequate time been allowed for review process and application form accurately completed.  



MARTHA HOLDEN JENNINGS FOUNDATION  
Grant-To-Educators Application  

 
Date : July 19, 2011                               Amount: Approximately $2,099.00+  (maximum $3,000)  

Project Title: Proposal to obtain a grant to fund the purchase of a Smart Board. 

The project corresponds to the following Foundation grant category (check one) which are in priority order:  

1. Improving learning in math, science and  
technology X 

2. Improving language literacy  

3.  Improving learning in the arts  

4. Supporting the development of teachers  
5. Strengthening teachers' and administrators' leader-  

ship skills  
6. Providing other services to students  

Grant use (check one):       Classroom(s)     X School-wide ___  District-wide ___  

 
Name (Miss/Ms./Mrs./Mr./Dr.) : Mrs. Courtney Stassinis  District's County: Medina County 
 

Position: Teacher                     Grade Level(s): Kindergarten              Subject(s): Math, Literacy, Science, Social Studies  
 

School: Valley View Elementary District: Wadsworth Local School District 
 

School address: 360 W. Good Ave. Wadsworth, Ohio 44281  
 

Home address: 4257 Pelham Way Brunswick, Ohio 44212 
 

School phone no. & area code: (330) 335-1430  Home phone no. & area code: (330) 506-5316 

Education: Degrees  

Institution   School /Dept.          Degree   Year Received   Major Subject  

Baldwin-Wallace College            Education          Bachelors    2008               Early Childhood Education 

The University of Akron              Education          Masters           2012 Instructional Technology 

 
 
Years of experience:  from: 2008 to 2011 

Other pertinent experience________________________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

 
Applicant's Signature: Courtney R. Stassinis  
Email address: wadc_cstassinis@wadsworthschools.org 

DETAILS OF THE PROPOSAL — Your request must provide the following information within a maximum of four additional typed pages.  
Please respond in the sequence below using the headings that are listed.  

1. Description - Provide a concise paragraph description of the proposed project, including the data/evidence that led you to identify the needed  
improvement as a goal.  

2. Timeline - Specify the dates your project will begin and end and also the number of students/educators involved in the project.  
3. Qualifications - What are your special qualifications for carrying out this project? Grade level(s) taught?  
4. Effectiveness - How are you seeking to increase your teaching effectiveness or administrative/leadership effectiveness in one or more of the  

Martha Holden Jennings Foundation thematic categories? (listed above)  
5. Objectives and Plan of Action - What are your specific objectives and plan of action for increasing student achievement, enhancing student  

development, or strengthening leadership skills?  
6. Assessment - How will you assess the results of your efforts? Specifically, what measures will you use to provide evidence of the extent to  

which the strategies you employed had an impact on student performance?  
7. Sustainability - How will you sustain the effective practices after the funding period ends?  
8. Dissemination - How will you share the results of your project with colleagues?  
9. Alignment - State how this project fits into the total school or district-wide curriculum or improvement plan.  

10. Budget - See Grant-to-Educators cover sheet guidelines for budget items that are not a priority. Provide a detailed itemized budget needed to  
implement the project. Specifically,  

•  Materials  not  normally  supplied  by  school  funds.  List  items,  including  titles  of  books  and  costs  of  materials.  Please  do  not  request   
standard school supplies such as construction paper, scissors, glue, etc.  

•  Equipment.  Note:  requests  for  equipment  must  directly  reflect  the  project  purposes  for  students  and/or  educators  and  must  not  be   
fundable by district resources. See "About the Foundation".  

•  Total cost of the proposed project, including any other funds supporting the project.  
11. Endorsement  - The  Superintendent  of  Schools  muST complete the endorsement section prior to consideration of the proposal by the  

Foundation. Evidence of district in-kind and financial support are critical factors in assessing proposals.  



Superintendent's Endorsement  
(Comments by the superintendent are necessary for consideration)  
 
Please state your approval of this proposal by commenting on:  

1. The worthiness of it for your school district and/or how this project fits into the total school   

curriculum.  

2. The qualifications of the applicant(s) in carrying it out.  

Comments:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In support of this project, the school system will provide the following: (supplementary funding,  
materials, supplies, in-kind resources, etc.): Please itemize.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Signature of Superintendent  Typed Name of Superintendent  
 

 
 
School District  Address  
 

 
 
City, State, Zip Code  Telephone  Date  

 
 

When this typed application has been completed, please mail original and 9 copies to:  

Chairperson, Distribution Committee  

MARTHA HOLDEN JENNINGS FOUNDATION  
The Halle Building  
1228 Euclid Avenue, Suite 710  
Cleveland, Ohio 44115  
(216) 589-5700  
www.mhjf.org  
 
 
 

 
 



Grant Proposal 

 

 In my kindergarten classroom, my twenty-six students are privileged with access to five 

working desktop computers, laptops on wheels, and a computer lab.  Students and I, the 

teacher, use the computers to extend lessons and concepts learned throughout whole group and 

small group instruction.  Students turn to websites and other software programs, such as 

pbskids.com, coolmath4kids.com, starfall.com, and more to continue their learning and apply 

the knowledge obtained.  As the teacher, I have the Smart Board software downloaded on my 

main computer, which allows me to create interactive lessons for my students.  However, I am 

unable to utilize these interactive lessons that I have created with a large group of students due 

to the lack of a Smart Board in my classroom.  Sometimes I will use the lessons with one or 

two students at a time, but they are not doing much interaction themselves.  I also show several 

educational videos on the computer, but it is tough for all twenty-six students to gather around 

a small desktop computer.  That is why I am writing a proposal, asking for a grant to purchase 

a Smart Board for my kindergarten classroom. 

 Just imagine you are instructing a group of twenty-six squirmy kindergarten students.  

You are doing your absolute best to keep them engaged in your discussion by changing your 

voice, showing pictures, and encouraging them to participate.  Yes, most students are engaged 

and participate, however you still have some wandering minds that are not connecting with the 

lesson.  Now imagine you are watching twenty-six kindergarten students jumping out of their 

seats to have a turn to answer a question or solve a problem, hoping they get to touch the 

“magical” marker that does the unthinkable.  This is all because of the Smart Board.  With a 

Smart Board, students will find learning more exciting because they are actually touching the 

material being taught.  This will help the students retain the information and apply it to real life 

situations.  The large board allows students of all abilities to manipulate equipment and 

participate.  For example, some of my students’ gross and fine motor skills are still developing, 

which may have hindered their performances in the past.  With the Smart Board, they can 



perform a task with ease, as well as strengthen their motor skills. The screen is also large and 

seeable for all, no matter where you are sitting.   

Even though I currently do not have a Smart Board in my own classroom, I have been 

able to work with one in the past and have received multiple training sessions throughout my 

years of teaching.  I plan to continue my training through RedBook classes offered by my 

district, as well as my colleagues.  With these trainings, my goal is to become more effective 

with the Smart Board, learning how to integrate it in all areas of instruction and the district’s 

curriculum. Throughout my three years of teaching experience, I have started to create 

interactive lessons already, and plan to continue creating lessons to store in my existing bank.  

With these lessons, my goal is to reach each and every student with the material being 

presented.  If I have the privilege of accessing a Smart Board, my goal is to have students 

actively participating, learning and applying the knowledge that needs to be mastered in their 

kindergarten year, within the first week of receiving the equipment.   

One main limitation of obtaining a Smart Board is a lack of training for the new user.  

However, within my school district we are required to fulfill professional development hours, 

which we refer to as RedBook classes.  Because the use of Smart Boards is rising and many 

teachers throughout the district use one to instruct in their classroom, there is a large amount of 

knowledge.  These teachers hold RedBook classes to pass on their knowledge of the Smart 

Board, tricks that they have learned, and interactive lessons that they have created.  These 

RedBook classes that are offered are required, and better yet free, so there will be no need for 

further funding for training to use the Smart Board. 

Another limitation that could arise with the purchase of a Smart Board is if the 

equipment were to break.  Fortunately, our district has an incredible technology department 

that responds to any trouble shooting that may occur.  The technology department has worked 

on Smart Boards and is aware of the piece of technology.  Because the technology department 



may be unable to service the forecasted trouble shootings, replacements, and/or upgrades, I 

plan to have the warranty purchased to avoid such problems. 

Even with these possible limitations, I feel that having a Smart Board to aide in my 

classroom instruction will only better my lessons and students’ education.  To assess and 

evaluate this statement, I will reflect each and every lesson created and its effectiveness.  I will 

compare my students’ scores when using a Smart Board compared to scores when instruction 

was without a Smart Board.  I will observe my students’ participation, and how it has changed 

with the addition of the new equipment. 

Information on the Smart Board that I have researched with all required equipment, 

installment fees, warranty options, and more and am hoping to purchase is attached.  The total 

cost of the Smart Board, or any comparable Smart Board, is $2,099.00.   

The Smart Board will serve as a large staple in my classroom and instruction.  As 

training will continue, more and more interactive lessons will be created, as well as new 

approaches and strategies for using the Smart Board.  







 

 


